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MESSAGE FROM ROYCE:

"Congress will be out of session for the next two weeks and we will reconvene during the third week of April.  I know many of you will be touring the D.C. area during these next two weeks.  I hope you enjoy your visit to the East Coast and if my office can be of any assistance while you are arranging your tour plans, do not hesitate to contact either my District Office or my office located in Washington, D.C."
THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON:

The following is a list of legislation that the House voted on this week. Visit www.congress.gov to look-up complete legislative information and to learn more about the bills listed below.

H.R. 802
Maritime Pollution Prevention Act

H.R. 137
Animal Fighting Prohibition Enforcement Act

H.R. 1401
Rail and Public Transportation Security Act

H.R. 835
Hawaiian Homeownership Opportunity Act

H.R. 1538
Wounded Warrior Assistance Act of 2007

H.C.Res. 99
Congressional Budget FY '08 
IN THE WEEK AHEAD:

The House will be out of session for the next two weeks, we will reconvene on April 16, 2007.
NEWS:
· Largest Tax Increase in History

On Thursday, March 29, 2007 the House passed the 2008 Budget creating, which many are calling, the "largest tax increase in history."  Some of the key points of this tax increase include: increases in the death tax, marriage tax, and capital gains and dividends tax rates.  The bill passed 216 to 210 with Rep. Royce voting against the measure.  The Democrats plan will increase taxes by $392.5 billion over the next five years.  The Committee on the Budget said the tax increases would, "hit middle-income families, low-income earners, small business owners, families with children and a range of others."
· Financial Services Passes Federal Housing Finance Reform Act
On Thursday, the House Financial Services Committee passed H.R. 1427, the Federal Housing Finance Reform Act of 2007.  The bill will overhaul the regulatory oversight of the government sponsored enterprises (GSE) of Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and the Federal Home Loan Banks, and create a new, independent regulator with broad powers similar to current banking regulators.  The Federal Housing Finance Reform Act, as amended, passed the committee by a vote of 45 to 19.  Congressman Royce, who has been a lead advocate in Congress for improving the regulatory structure overseeing the government sponsored enterprises, opposed this legislation primarily because of the inclusion of an affordable housing fund by the author of the bill, Chairman Barney Frank (D-MA).  This provision forces Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac to set aside roughly $500 million a year for affordable housing. "This will end up being a poison pill provision as things move forward,'' Congressman Royce said during the bill's mark-up. 

More on this issue:



Fannie Mae, GSE Bill Approved by US House Committee - by James Tyson
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· White House to Hold Annual Easter Egg Roll

The White House Easter Egg Roll is one of the oldest and most unique traditions in Presidential history. It is the largest public celebration at the White House.  Each year, it is customary for Presidents, First Ladies, their children, grandchildren and pets to attend the festivities - although the most eagerly anticipated guest is always the Easter Bunny.  This year's Roll will be held Monday, April 9th from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the South Lawn of the White House.  Click here to find out how to get tickets.
· Work for Congress, Become a Congressional Page
Application deadline is April 10th...Each year, a select group of young men and women are appointed by their Member of Congress to work as Pages in the U.S. House of Representatives. Congressman Royce is currently collecting applications for the Summer 2007 Page session from all interested students. The deadline for submission of completed applications is Tuesday, April 10th at 5:00 p.m. to Royce's Fullerton office.  Pages are hired by the U.S. House of Representatives to live, work and study in Washington, D.C. They serve as support staff for the House...Read more and learn how to apply.

· D.C. Office Summer Internship Deadline is April 13th

If you or someone you know is interested in applying to become an intern in Congressman Royce's Washington, D.C. office the deadline for applications is Friday, April 13th at 5:00 p.m. Eastern.  Internships are a great learning experience for students who are interested in public service and want to see our government in action.  For more information about internships and to learn how to apply, please visit Royce's internship webpage.

· Annual High School Congressional Art Contest

May 1st deadline...Congressman Royce is holding his fourth annual "Congressional High School Art Competition." All interested high school artists in the 40th Congressional District may participate by submitting their entries by 5:00 p.m. May 1st to Royce's office in Fullerton.  The winning piece of art will be displayed in the Cannon House Office Building Tunnel, a high-traffic, pedestrian walkway leading to the United States Capitol Building in Washington, D.C.  It will be a part of a national exhibition of winners from other Congressional Districts around the country...Read more about the contest rules and obtain the necessary forms for submission.



ABOUT THIS E-UPDATE:


This is a weekly e-mail update published when Congress is in session.  It is intended to keep those who sign up informed of the issues going on in Congress and of impact to the 40th Congressional district.

· Helpful Links: 

· Click here to SUBSCRIBE 

· Click here to UNSUBSCRIBE
· To change your e-mail address use the links above to unsubscribe your old e-mail address and then subscribe with your new e-mail address.

· Contact Royce:

· Call: (714) 992-8081, (562) 220-2411

· Online: www.royce.house.gov
· Frequently Asked Questions
