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MESSAGE FROM ROYCE:

"This week news spread regarding Bank of America's pilot program to allow illegals access to credit cards.  The intelligence community has very serious concerns about the ability of people, not just in Mexico, but around the world to forge documents and to be in the country illegally. Many of them could do things other than just work, like move money illegally on behalf of terrorist organizations." 

"I addressed this issue on CNN with Lou Dobbs, on FOX news with Neil Cavuto and on CNBC with Melissa Francis.  I remain dedicated to securing our borders and I plan to continue to work to close the loophole that is open today because of the Administration and the Democrats." 

THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON:

The following is a list of legislation that the House voted on this week. Visit www.congress.gov to look-up complete legislative information and to learn more about the bills listed below.

H. Res. 122
Recognizing the 65th Anniversary of Executive Order 9066

H. Res. 134
Recognizing DHS Employees

H.Con.Res 63
Iraq War Resolution
H. R. 976
Small Business Tax Bill
IN THE WEEK AHEAD:

There are no scheduled votes for next week; Congress will be out of session.

NEWS:

· Credit Cards for Illegals

Bank of America has a pilot program now functioning in 51 branches in Los Angeles, that gives credit cards to illegals.  Noncitizen applicants are not required to provide a social security number.  Participants are, however, required to open a checking account with Bank of America.  Opponents of this new program argue Bank of America is tapping into a potentially successful market at the risk of national security and our financial system - which is backed by taxpayer dollars.  Rep. Royce participated in several interviews this week to discuss the dangers this program poses to the security of our borders and nation in a post 9/11 world.  "The 9/11 Commission said we had to establish the identities of people in the country in order to protect ourselves against another attack," said Royce on Wednesday during his interview with Neil Cavuto on Fox News.  Royce also appeared on Lou Dobbs on Tuesday as well as CNBC on Thursday night.  To read the full transcripts from Royce's interviews click here.
· For more on this issue:

· "Bank of America" - Washington Times
· Comfort Women
Thursday, February 15, Rep. Royce gave an opening statement during the Asia Subcommittee's hearing on "Protecting the Human Rights of Comfort Women."  Beginning in the 1930's, the Imperial Government of Japan orchestrated the enslavement of up to 200,000 young women - who would be euphemistically referred to as "comfort women."  Many of these women were abducted from their homes and sent to Japanese Military brothels.  Royce concluded his opening remarks by stating, "It is important that the Japanese government confronts this dark part of history of Imperial Japan."  Rep. Royce is also a co-sponsor of H. Res. 121, "The Comfort Women Resolution."...For the press release on this issue click here.
· For more on this issue:

· Royce's Opening Statement on the Hearing "Protecting the Human Rights of Comfort Women"
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· February 19: President's Day

Celebrate President George Washington's 275th birthday at his home and burial site located in Mount Vernon, Alexandria, Virginia.  Admission is free-of-charge and a range of activities will occur including a traditional wreath laying ceremony at 10:00 a.m. followed by patriotic music and military performances on the Bowling Green.  At 1:30 p.m. the United States' smallest hometown parade will commence, featuring colonial music and Mount Vernon's heritage breed animals.  "George Washington" will be on the grounds all day to greet visitors...for more information. 
· March 12: Annual Formal U.S. Academy Night

Representative Royce will hold his annual Formal Academy Night on Monday, March 12, 2007 beginning at 7:00 p.m.  The event will be held in the City Council Chambers.  The City Hall is located at 6650 Beach Blvd. in Buena Park.  This meeting traditionally marks the beginning of the Academy Process for the year.  Watch the website for further announcements as there will be meetings in May, June, September and October...Read more.

· Tours in Washington, D.C.

If you are interested in touring our nation's capitol, please visit our website to fill out an online tour request form.  Please note that due to the high volume of requests and security restrictions no tours are guaranteed, even if they are submitted the recommended six months in advance.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding your upcoming trip to Washington, D.C. do not hesitate to contact my Staff Assistant at (202) 225-4111 or visit the tour section on our website.

ABOUT THIS E-UPDATE:


This is a weekly e-mail update published when Congress is in session.  It is intended to keep those who sign up informed of the issues going on in Congress and of impact to the 40th Congressional district.

· Helpful Links: 

· Click here to SUBSCRIBE 

· Click here to UNSUBSCRIBE
· To change your e-mail address use the links above to unsubscribe your old e-mail address and then subscribe with your new e-mail address.

· Contact Royce:

· Call: (714) 992-8081, (562) 220-2411

· Online: www.royce.house.gov
· Frequently Asked Questions
